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Soul and Rap Music Essay
Soul music originated from a combination of rhythm for blues and gospel music in the late 1950s in the US. Soul music mostly used gospel tune tools which got greater weight on singers and merged some spiritual and nonspiritual themes. It arose from the black involvement in America via the change of different kinds of music that are stressed by handclaps and extemporaneous dances and body moves which serve as critical features of soul music (Liphon, 2020). The primary purpose of soul music was the conveyance of intense emotions that were deep and had meaningful lyrics created since it has a strong sense of rhythm. Soul music is among the coolest music which have deeper meaning through the rhythms and dancing styles that connects with the emotions of the listeners. 
Soul music patented in Memphis and extended in the Southern part of the US where there most artists. Founded by Ray Charles, he encouraged several artists into the music who played the bass guitar, electric guitar, drums and other instruments. After gaining popularity among the white musical groups, there was the emergence of a new genre referred to as the Blue-eyed soul who sang in the soulful nature of their lyrics and sound. Within a short while, the music was all over the black music charts with famous artists winning all over. The first songs done as soul music came up when gospel songs were transformed to earthly songs and artists rewrote the stanzas, and upbeat gospel became upbeat soul songs, and gentler gospel music became romantic love songs. 
Different styles were also discovered where the most popular was Motown's pop-soul which was recorded in Michigan. Artists came up with Motown sound which assisted in the production of dozens of pop-soul hits that young people loved and later led to the rise of Motown's band which played both the old and the new soul music (Liphon, 2020). The styles were in line with the modern rhythms since the songs were comfortable for the whites to listen to and dance when playing tambourine and rhythm guitar for different beats per bar. The styles and rhythms also favoured the female artists when they used their girlie voices instead of natural voices which attracted more people to the kind of music. 
There were different kinds of music inspired by soul music, like current pop music and funk. Though they were not played like soul, they are simply evolving with time. Other kinds of music include the Southern soul, neo-soul and other soul stimulated actions like Philadelphia soul and doo-wop sound, the psychedelic soul which combines soul and psychedelic rock and roll, later paving the way for funk tune in the early 1960s (Vella & Millis, 2017). The hyper soul which combines soul and disco music and done by different artists including Whitney Houston and Destiny's child, among others are songs inspired by soul and were done by famous artists in the entertainment industry today and still very interesting to listen to. 
The music influenced a lot of people and other types of music in the 60s and 70s. For instance, funk music started playing when some singers used soul's rhythmic grooves and twisted it, and made it danceable music and DJs began to rap over the new rhythms. Later in the 1980s, other singers like Mary J. Blige and Luther Vandross produced more stylish, smooth and commercial music and named it contemporary R and B. Though the piece was exciting and had some lovely messages, most young people preferred raw sounds of the old funk and soul music. Therefore, the new music involved urban beats of hip hop mixed with elements of new styles and was named neo-soul (Vella & Millis, 2017).  Currently, soul music is still prevalent in most parts of the world, making it relevant in the 21st century. 
Rap Music
Rap music, also known as hip hop is a style of music which is popular and was developed through disc jockeys by urban black performers in the late 1970s. The theme was developed in the United States and had persistent, repeated beat designs which provided the background and central point for fast, slangy and conceited rhythm chanted by singers. Today rap is the best music enjoyed by most young people in the world. The piece is made through rapping in the form of spoken delivery that integrates poem, musical speech and street language, among other languages and is done in different methods which are backed by a beat or musical accompaniment (Maxwell, Abraams & Belgrave, 2016). Rap music is among the most enjoyed by the youth which helps them to come together and discuss issues on schooling, and drug abuse that affects their society. 
Rap music originated in New York City in the early 1970s where DJs developed a habit of isolating the percussion breaks of funk, soul and disco music and extended them to form a unique song. The master of ceremonies also took up the music and energized crowds on different occasions where they talked, made jokes and interacted with their audience between songs. DJ Kool Herc invented the music during his back to school parties which incubated the burning idea (Maxwell, Abraams & Belgrave, 2016). After collecting different music, he could record using two turntables and created loops which played similar beats over and over again and extended the instrumental portion of a particular song. This playing gained momentum among the students and other young people and grew up to date where rap music has dramatically improved. 
The music is essential in that it assists learners in understanding. Through education in music, there has been a development of social awareness in communities and different parts of the world. It also serves as an essential tool to speak against negative aspects of life like violence, drug and substance abuse and use of guns among others where many artists make use of their musical talents in promotion of peace and anti-violent acts. Many young people enjoy rap music and have created suitable platforms to discuss issues affecting them both at home, in their communities and at school. Therefore, music plays a significant role in uniting the community and restoring the lost morals among the youth. 
A recent study has shown that rap music influences modern-day youth positively. Being young and energetic, they desire to break some rules which are condemned by the music. However, most teenagers enjoy music and motivate them to become future artists and producers of music. There is brain development and other creative activities when coming up with style and rhythms for their music which engages their minds and keeps them busy, thus avoiding criminalities (Washington, 2018). Another benefit to young people is that hip hop music is about culture and art movement. Art is one of the significant activity a young person can engage in and gain much where rap music creates room for discovery of more art either by drawing, drafting and carving to bring out different themes depending on the primary focus of the music. 
Rap music uses a controversial type of a style which attracts most young people. Additionally, the lyrics relate to their emotional struggles and aid the teens to lower the socio-economic bracket, and financial constraints felt by many rappers.  It also serves as an escape from reality and prepares them for a better tomorrow. In the music industry today, most people are venturing in music, thus making room for more musical professionals. From the development of different kinds of music and in the technological advancement experienced, there is a need for music writers and producers to fill in the gap (Washington, 2018). When professionalism and talent are combined, the world will share top-notch music with rich content.  


References
Lipton, H. (2020). Soul Music.
Maxwell, M. L., Abrams, J. A., & Belgrave, F. Z. (2016). Redbones and earth mothers: The influence of rap music on African American girls’ perceptions of skin color. Psychology of Music, 44(6), 1488-1499.
Vella, E. J., & Mills, G. (2017). Personality, uses of music, and music preference: The influence of openness to experience and extraversion. Psychology of Music, 45(3), 338-354.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Washington, A. R. (2018). Integrating hip‐hop culture and rap music into social justice counseling with black males. Journal of Counseling & Development, 96(1), 97-105.

Running Head: SOUL AND RAP MUSIC ESSAY


 


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Soul and Rap Music Essay


 


Name 


 


Institution Affiliation 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




Running Head: SOUL AND RAP MUSIC ESSAY   1                 Soul and Rap Music Essay   Name    Institution Affiliation                     

